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Ladies akd Gcxtlemkic : — ^This day march of improv^ment-^as are haw gpiojr 

^vill be remembered as an important one in oo in every quarter of the land $ and if 

the history of your County. We have laid time is to be measured by eTeots^ we laay 

the Corner Stone of the building. From justly claim to be tke longest lifed paapla 

its completion will date the final and com- of the world. 

plete separation of Baltimore County from The history of your own County ia a 

Baltimore City. striking illustration of the ever-ebaogiog » 

The building we have this day begun ever- progressive character of our ooiuMry 

will be erected, not only for the present, and people. 

bu4 for many future generations. A centu- Baltimore County was established in the 
rv hence your descendants will assemble in year 1659. Its limits were then far aaom 
this Temple of Justice; and then the cere- extensive than at present— embracing not 
monies of this nineteenth of October, eigh- only all of Harford and Carroll Counties* 
teen hundred and fifty-four, will have be- but large portions of Anne Arundel, How- 
come a tradition of the past, and those who ard, and Frederick. At that time« the po^ 
now witness them will be referred to as ulatioo of aQ Maryland was only twelva 
men of the "olden time." thousand, and that of the newly erected 

In this country, and in this progressive county was probably less than one-sixth of 

age, a century is a vast period. How that number. Now, there are within tbesa 

many wonderful changes, and what im- original limits of Baltimore County, over 

portant events it brings forth! Among three hundred thousand inhabitants, or 

the nations of the Old World, Time creeps more than half the populaltoa of the 

along at a sluggish, pace; but here he flies whole State. 

upon eagle wings. What it there requires In 1726, an act of assembly was passcdt 

many hundred years to accomplish, is here taking from Baltimore County, and adding 

performed in a single life-time. to Anne Arundel, all that portion of her 

A century ago, nine-tenths ol the pres- territory south of the Pampsco. 

ent area of this great Republic was a wiU In 1748, Frederick County was estab- 

dernesSftenaiited only by roving savaees.^- lished, and the liouts of Baltimore County 

The settlements of tne European colonists thereby greatly narrowed on the West. 

were scattered over the comparatively nar- In 1773, Harford was taken from her on 

row space between the eastern slope of the the East; and in 1836, she was made to 

AUeghanies and the Atlantic coast; and contribute another large portion of her ter- 

the entire population of those settlements ritory for the erection of Carroll, 

did not equal half that now contained with- Ballinoore, sixty years ago, was known 

in the single State of Pennsylvania. only as *' Baltimore Town in Baltimore 

A century ago, there stood on Manhat- County.^' Her population having iacreas- 

tan Island, at the mouth of the Hudson ed to about twenty thoueaad, she was in- 

River, a thriving little town, about equal corporated as a city in the year 1796. But 

in population to one of the twenty wards she still remained a portion of the county, 

of Baltimore. That little town is now a It is true that she bad been allowed a 

vast city — with a population of over six distinct representation in the Legislature of 

hundred thousand — and a commerce rival- the State. But, in almost every respect, 

ing that of London. she was but Baltimore City in Baltimore 

A century ago, there stood along the County. The same Court of Oye** and 

swampy shores of the Patapsco, an incon- Terminer exercised criminal jurisdiction 

siderable village, containing four brick over both ; and Baltimore County Court, 

houses, about twenty others, and about at the same terms, heard and deeided all 

diree hundred inhabitants. That village civil causes, whether the parties were reai- 

is now Baltimore City. dents of the city or county. There were 

Europe has never witnessed such won- the same Sheriff, Clerk, and Jurors.— 

derful changes — such rapid progress in the There was the same Record Office, the 



rnnm Court House, Alms Hoote, and Jail, ford, half of Carroll, and Baltinoro Ciaj 
Tht tneorporatioo of Baltimore into a have been taken from her ; and vet, four 
Ciif did not separate her from the County years ago she could boast a population of 
— -inso-far as the administration of ihe 4l,592,laigertban that of any other county 
laws was involved. In 'this respecf, ac of ihtStat^ 

Ifast, they remained as before, constitating This is the fourth time the County Seat 

the same political division of the State. of Baltimore County has been removed.*— 

The separation now about to be consum- It seems to be the general impression that 

mated ha9 been a gradual one. ... the fi>^t Court House for Baltimore Coun- 

In 18l4, Baltimore City Court was es- ty was at Joppa, upon Gunpowder River. 

tabliilied— with criminal jurisdiction with* But this is an error. 

io the eftv only. It is a smsular fact, that no living man 

In 188ft, aa ad of AasemUy was pass* can tell, with any degree of certainty, the 

ed, requiring the Judges of Bahimore place where the County Seat of Baltimore 

County Court to hold distinct terms for the County wss first located. The County 

trial cir eaoses in which the defendants was established in 16-9, and the Court 

weve *' residents of the county, without House was not built at Joppa until nearly 

the limits of the city.*' The same act di* 50 years afterwards. 

rected that the jurors summoned to attend The County Court held its first sessioa 

these county terms, should be selected from at the dwelling of Captain Thomas How- 

among the residents of the county outside ell, in the year 1661. Soon afterwards a 

the cttv limits. Court House was built, not at Joppa, on 

At ih«^ nession of 1843, the General As- Gunpowder River, but at some point on 

aembly affrmed an act of the previous see- Bush River, which empties into the Bay 

sion, (which thus became a part of the about four miles farther north. Bv reference 

8tale Constitution,) providing lor the elec- to Bacon's edition ofthe Laws ofMary land, 

tion of a separate Sheriff for Baltimore it will be found that the County Seht was 

City. on Buth River, as late as 1683, and that a 

trie Censtitiitimi adopted by the Con^ port of entry was established there in that 

reniion on the 13th of May, 1851, provi- year. 

ded for an entire change in the judiciary The Court House on Bush River was 
system of the State. The operation of abandoned at some period between 1683 
that Conatitution ia to complete the sepa- and 1707, and a second one erected on 
ration of Bahimore City and Baltimore Gunpowder River, at a place called *'For- 
County. They are now distinct political ster's Neck." 

divisions of the Btate — ss mucti so as any In 1707, the Provineial Assembly of 
two of the counties. I'hough vourcoun^ Maryland passed an act, directing that the 
still hold their sessions within tne city lim* Court House at Forster's Neck "should 
its, they only do so by virtue of a special be deserted, and in lieu thereof fifty acres 
proviso in the Constitution^ which declares of land in a tract on said river, belongingr 
•• that Bshimore County Court may Ijold to Anne Felks, called •* Taylor's Choice," 
its sittings within the limits of the city of should he erected into a town, and the 
Baltimore, until provision shall \ye made Court House of the said county should he 
by law for the location of a county seat, built there." The place designated for the 
within the limits of thesaid county proper. County Seat by this act, was the same af- 
and the erection of a Court House and all terwards known as Joppa. 
other appropriate buildings, for the conve- The Commissioners appointed for the 
nient administration of Justice in said purpow, proceeded forthwith to build the 
court.** Thus the territory embraced with- new Court House, and had nearly finished 
in the corporate limits of Baltimore, np it, when to the great disappointment of the 
longer eonstitutes a portion of Baltimore good people of the county, the news came 
County ; and the area of the latter has been across the ocean that Her Royal Highness, 
to that extent still further reduced. Q^ueen Aoqe, had vetoed the bill ! What 

Although thus deprived again and again grave reasons influenced Her Majesty to 
«f portions of her territory, Baliiinore prefer that the Court House of Baltimore 
County has continued steadily to increase County should not be removed from Fors- 
in wealth and population. As we have ter^s Neck to Taylor's Choice, history hath 
befora atated. her population two hundred not disclosed. At all events, the Commis- 
vearS ago Was about VfiO. In 1773, it sioners discovered that thev had been pro^ 
had increased to 17,^38. Since then, Har- ceedmg under a void act ; and they found 
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it oeceMarr toobttto a soba^quent law to brought to Joppa in vast quaotiiiei; aod 
If^lise what they had done. Thus waa traditioa informs as that bhe soon became 
passed in 1712, aiid is entitled "an act for an important shipping point, carrying on a 
settling Baltimore County Court at the con9iderable comnierce, not only with the 
new house at Joppa." It recites the for- West Indies, but with Europe. Her pop- 
Bier proceedings of the Commissioners, olation was never large, hot she was one 
confirms them, and then declares-^'* that of the mo9t prosperous and important sea- 
Baltimore County Court shall be from ports of Maryland, before the first bouse 
henceforth held at the said Court House, bad been erected at Baltimore, 
now built at the town of Joppa, and not The Courts were held at Joppa down to 
elsewhere ; and that the same house be, to 1768. In that year, an act was passed for 
all intents, constructions and purposes, ad- the removal of the County Seat to *' Baltic 
judged, used, reputed and taken, as the more Town." From that time may be 
proper Court House for Baltimore Coun* dated the '* decline and fall " of the ancient 
ty." town of Joppa. No vestige of her former 

It appears that the Commissioners for glory now remains. The old court house 
building this Court House at Joppa, were was sold, and has long since crumbled 
peculiarly unfortunate. Their fir9t blunder away ; her wharves, at which hundreds of 
was in comoieacing operations before the the largest merchantmen have been laden, 
dueen had approved the bill. I hey made have disappeared ; her dwellings have fal- 
another one equally serious; in putting len, one by one, until scarcely their foun-* 
the building upon tne land of a minor, to dations can be traced. A solitary tene- 
which they had acquired no legal title. It roent, of antique style and Tenerabte ap- 
was found necessary to get an act passed in pearance, standing on the Harford shore 
1724 to remedy this latter mistake. This of Gunpowder River, about half a mile 
act, as published in Kilty's edition, states, north of the railroad bridge, is seen by the 
in its preamble, that a Court House and traveller passing between Baltimore and 
Prison had been erected at Joppa, at the Philadelphia. That lonely building is all 
county expense, but that the riffht of the that now remains to mark the spot where 
land was ma minor, '* who could not con- Joppa once stood. Her history has never 
vey, although his father. Col. James Max- been written, and those who could have 
well, had received full satisfaction for the furnished the materials for it, have now 
aame." It then proceeds to declare, that passed to the tomb. By this time her very 
the two acres of land on which the Court existence would have been almost forgot- 
House and Prison were built, ** shall be to ten, except for the name of the numerous 
the use of the County forever." It further " Joppa roads" which still exist, and re- 

S rovides that certain riommissioners should, mind us that the inhabitants of every sec- 
y purchase or condemnation by a jury, tion of Baltimore and Harford counties 
obtain twenty acres of land at Joppa, and were once accustomed to resort to that im- 
lay it out into forty lots, ** to be erected in- portant county seat, tp attend to Courts and 
to a town." It also directs that no house pay their debts in tobacco, leas ten percent, 
to be built in said town, shall have any deducted according to law ! 
chimney unless of brick or stone, and that How diflferent a fortune was destined 
each house shall cover at least four Kun- for Baltimore, the next and fourth County 
dred feet, or about twenty feet square.—- Seat of Baltimore County. Of all the 
But the most important provision in this chief commercial cities of the Atlantic 
law, in reference to the commercial pros- coast, she is the youngest, and, considering 
perity of Joppa, was one which would be the recent period since she waa founded, 
regarded at this day as rather a curious her growth has been the most rapid and 
specimen of legislation. wonderful. New York, originally called 

The last section provided, that every New Amsterdam, was found«>d by the 
debtor who should bring tobacco to Joppa Netherlanders, as far ba^k as 1614. Bos- 
for the purpose of paying a debt, should be ton was founded in 1630, and Charleston 
allowed a discount or reduction of ten per in 1680 ; Philadelphia, on the arrival of 
cent, on the claim. This was intended as Penn in 1684, contained 2,500 inhabitants, 
an inducdment to draw trade to the new New Orleans was founded in 1718. 
county seat, which was also made a port It was not until 1729, that the Provincial 
of entry. The result proved that the leg> Assembly of Maryland passed an act, en*> 
islatora of that day were tolerably good titled *^ aa act for eractinir a town on the 
judges of human nature. Tobacco was north side of Patapscb, in Baltimore Cotrn^ 



ty , «n(! for laykiff ofil in !o(s, aixir acres of ihippiog to (he amount of one brig iSinir 

land, in and ateul the place where one one frloop. 

John Fleming: now lives." This John Two years af^erwanJs there was great 
Fleming seems to have been, at that day, consternation in Baltimore. Braddock's 
the sole Inhabitant— the entire population army had been defeated; and it was re- 
bf Baltimore Town. The act appomted ported that the French and Indians had ad- 
Commissioners for the purpose of laying vanced eastward to within thirty miles of 
but Mr. Fleming's homestead, then called the town. Thelnhabiianis weresoalarm- 
•' Cole's Harbor"— into sixty equal lots of ed that they had prepared to desert their 
about one acre each. Such was the saga- homes and embark on board vessels in the 
city of this "oldest inhabitant," and such harbor for the purpose of seeking safety in 
the foresight of the members of the As- Virginia. The report fortunately proved 
semWy, mat they thought it not unreason- unfounded. But it is nevertheless an histo- 
able to suppose, that, in due course of time, rical fact, strongly illustrating the wonder- 
and under the encouragement of favorable ful progress of this country, that as late as 
legislation, a town might be made to grow Novemlier, 1754, only one hundred years 
up around "Cole's Harbor," with a pop- ago, the inhabitants of yonder great city 
ulation of full sixty fmilies. These san- seriously apprehended an attack from a 
guine hopes were not disappointed. band of a few hundred Indians advancing 

In 1732, three years afterwards, another across the Alleghany mountains, 

act was pased ** for erecting a town on a Fourteen years afterwards, Baltimore 

creek, divided on the east from the town had become so important a place that it 

lately laid out in Baltimore county, called was proposed to make her the county sear. 

Baltimore Town, on the land whereon An act for that purpose was accordingly 

Edward Fell keeps store." This new city passed on the 22d of June, 1768 ; and very 

Was called "Jonas-Town," afterwards soon afterwards the first court house was 

Jones' Town ; and was of the moderate di- built at Baltimore at the place where the 

mensions of ten acres laid out into twenty Battle Monument now stands — that being 

lots. then the northern termination of Calvert 

In 1745, in the joint petition of the in- street, 
habitants of both places, Baltimore and When the constitution of 1776 was 
Jones' Towns were incorporated into one, adopted, Baltimore had so much increased 
under the common name of "Baltimore in population that it was thought just that 
Town." In 1747 Baltimore Town was she should be allowed the privilege of 
further enlarged by the addition of about electing two delegates to the General As- 
eighteen acres of ground. The act of as- sembly, the same number given to Annap- 
sembty providing for this extension contain- olis. But the members who formed the 
ed the following wise provision for the constitutionseemed to have been suspicious 
safety of all the tenements then, or after- that the prosperity of Baltimore was an 
wards to be, erected in Baltimore : — ephemeral one, and that she might proba- 
" Any person having a house in the said bly soon begin to decay like her neighbor 
town with a chimney, and in use, who Joppa. They, therefore, added a proviso 
shall not, after the first day of December, in these words: "If the said inhabitants 
keep a ladder high enough to extend to the of the town shall so decrease, as that the 
top of the roof of such house, shall forfeit number of persons having a right of suf- 
and pay ten shillings current money. He frage therein shall have been, for the space 
must have been a true patriot wno sug- of seven years successively, less than one- 
eested this important measure for provi- half the number of voters in some one 
ding against conflagrations. Who can tell county in this State, such town shall 
whether it was not the means of saving the thenceforward cease to send two delegates 
infant settlement again and again from or representatives to the House of Dele- 
destruction, and preserving "Baltimore gates, until the said town shall have one 
Town,*' that she might become what we half of the number of voters in some one 
nt)w behold her! county in this State." 

Fostered by such prudent legislation, They had much more confidence in the 

and protected by her high ladders and nu- continuedgrowihof Annapolis; and. there- 

nfterous waier buckets, Baltimore continu- fore, thought it entirely unnecessary to in- 

ed to prosper and increase in population, sert any such condition to the enjoyment of 

Until, in the year 1752, she could boast of her right of electing two representatives. 

having full three hundred inhabitants, and Seventy-eight years have since rolled 



rouod— and Annapolis, tbeformer" Athens lantde^of her paUiotic sons^ than that 
of America," still adorns the banks of the of Baltimore. 

beautiful Severn— but her commerce and • The richest wealth of any people is the 
prosperity are gone, and her population of fame of their great men. All oiher evi- 
three thousana is less than one third that dences of their existence may pass away — 
of the smallest county — while yonder this only is immortal, 
stands Baltimore town with nearly a guar- Carthage has long since mouldered into 
ter of a million of inhabitants, more than the dust— but the name of her Hannibal 
were to be found in all Maryland when still lives and reminds us of what his coun- 
the constitution of 1776 was adopted, try once was. Sparta is no more, but ihe 
Such is the uncertainty of all human pre- name of her Leonidas preserves the re- 
dictions, and such the wonderful changes membrance of her ancient glory. Athens 
which the period of a single life-time will has dwindled to an unimportant village, 
bring forth in this Heaven-favored land. but the fame of her Solon, her Demosihe- 

Such is a brief narrative of the establish- nes, her Themistodes, and many others* 
ment of the former county seats for Bahi- distinguished in letters or in arms, remind us 
more County. You have assembled to that she was once the freest and most en- 
witness the foundation of a new one. lightened nation of antiquity. And so with 
There is a peculiarity about this meeting ancient Rome — the names pf her Cicero 
which distinguishes it from all former ones and her Brutus, of her Caeser and her 
convened upon similar occasions. When Scipio, hand down to modern times the re- . 
your ancestors assembled to lay the corner- membrance that a city, built along the 
stone . of their first court house on Bush shores of the muddy Tiber^ and now too 
river — when they met at Forater's neck weak to defend herself against the invasion 
vpon Gunpowder river^w hen they met to of any petty army of French or Austrians 
found Joppa — and when they met to wit- who may choose to take possession — ^that 
ness the commencement of the court-hou^e this feeble city was once the proud mistresa 
a^t Baltimore— they met together as the of the civilized world, 
subjects of a British King. You have as- - It is the duty of every people to cherish 
semUed here to-day~ as American freemen, the memory of its great men — whether 

The people of this country are ever so ^^^^^ distinction has been won by effprts of 
intent upon the employments of the pres- intellect or by deeds of heroism in arms. 
ent, and so eager to anticipate the improve- The renown of a great sutesman, an ac- 
ments of the future, that they are seldom cpmplished scholar, an eloquent ora- 
inclined to pause and look back upon the ^^^ ^^ * successful warrior, forms a por 
scenes of the past. 'But there are occa- t»n of the reputation of his country, and 
aions, like the present,- when it is fit that ^^^^Y citizen should feel a just pride in en- 
those scenes should be recalled to memory, deayonng to perpetuate its remembranee. 
Though pride may tell us that we are ^w^^ J"sf>«f has never been done to ^he 
wiser than our ancestors, we can always jn^mory of the noble heroes whom Mary- 
be profited by the contemplation of their '*na contributed to the armies of the revo- 
noble examples; and gratitude should M^>^- The first histories of that eventful 
teach OS never to forget the patriotic servi- struggle— prepared at times when the ma- 
ces of those by whom the foundations of *«"»»* ^^r accurate narratives were accessi- 
oor country's prosperity were laid. hie— weie generally the productions of cit- 

We meet upon a day which should ever jr^nmh^'n^nm^^^^^^^ f.Hn?' Ja^\J^J' f 

be he!d 8acred> all trie Americans. On 't^Tt^'^Xn^^^ T"" 

the nineteenth of October, 1781, after a ^***° their Norihern neighbors forwrilmg 

three weeks siege. Corn wallis surrendered accounts of theu-achieyements and fewer 

himself and his amiy prisoners to George [j^l^rhly^S^^S^n^^^^^^^ histories, even 

Washington. By that*^ surrender the wlr '^ '^J ^±^ ^^jposed to write them, 

of the Rivolulion was virtually ended, and ^J^^ ^"J^T*' -.^^ historians of the 
the Independence of the American Colo- ' K',!?™"^ '"^^^T.l %^^'°J"^^»^^ ^^ • 

Dies finally consummated. ^^* .Pf ^"^^ warriors of tte South, gave es- 

«i^ uua jr wu uiii ^ ^ , . , pecial prominence to the achievements of 

In the glorious struggle which obtained those who belonged to their own section. • 

that Independence, no State bore a more While enlarging with a just pride, upon 

conspicuous and heroic part than our own the gallant Seeds. df th^r own/ancestors 

Maryland: and no county of ^Maryland and neighbors, they .passed over in com- 

was moire disunguished, through the gal- pa^tive silence those perfi)rr»ed bj the 



•oUkry from other seedoos cf (he coafcd- fied their admrTstion of his Sftricen hf 

ener. thncv electing htm her Chief Ezeeufive^ 

Tou8, erery tehool hoy io Maryland, for He now sleeps onder the sod of his nafive 

the last fifry yeani« has been taughi to ad- county, near the waters of the Pototmtc, 

mire the heroism of a Montsfomery, a with not even a stone to msrk the spot 

Greene, a Gates, a Putnam, a Sullivan and where the remains of a hero are laid, 

a Wayne — while the equally glcMrioos ser- There was a Williams, who be^an his 

Yici*s of the patriot soldiers of his own career at the first dawn of the Herolutiori 

Slate — of a Smallwood, a Gist, a How- as a Lieutenant in a rifie company raised 

ard, a Smith and a Williams-— have in Frederick, and marched to join the army 

scarcely been heard of, or communicated o! Washington, encamped around Bostoo. 

as if they were of a character which made He came out of the war a Brigadier Gren- 

them comparattrelY onimiiortant. eral — and no soldier ever won promotion 

It IS full time that this injustice should by more arduous, patriotic, and gallant 

be repaired. A recent iaieresting work aehieTements. 

written by Mr. M'Sherry, of Fmlerick, There were many others (h>m othef 

has done much to accomplish this object, parts of the State, whose names are worthy 

I do not propose to go over the ground of our remembrance and admiration. €n 

which he has already occupied with so the^, I have not time now to speak. 

much ability. The time which it is prop* But there were men, not less distinguish^ 

er for me to consume by this address will ed than any of those alluded to— who stood 

not aHow me to recite a history of the he- during that war, among the columns of the 

role achievements ot the Old Maryland American army, as the immediate repre- 

Line^achievemenis which covered them sentatives of the patriotism and braVery of 

and their State with glorv, and which your own County ; and at a meeting fike 

should be remembered witn admiration, this, held upon the anniversary of a day so 

gratitude and pride by their descendants^ to important in American history, the names 

the latest generation. of such men should not be forgotten, nor 

Whh a population scarcely exceeding their services fail (o be remembered, 

two hundred thousand, Maryland contril^ In December, 17Y4, a convention ofdel^^ 

uted to the continental army no less than enfea from all parts of Marylmd, assem- 

19,229 rmlars, besides more than 5.000 bM at Annapolis, and recomnended to 

milhia. No invading army occupied her their fellow-citizens to prepare for the con* 

own soil, but she generously sent forth test which they foresaw was soon to be 

half ^ her grown mtA^ population to de- commenced. A few weeks afterwards, in 

fend that ofner sister States. Maryland response to this cali, a band of patriots aa- 

was the first to nominate George wash- sembled within the Kmits of yoni' own 

ington as'commander-in-cfhief of the Amer- Conmy, and organized AS the *' Baltimoie 

lean fbrces, and she ever sustained him Independent Company." It was the first ' 

with a detotion unsurpassed even by the revolutionary corps organised in Mary« 

State of his birth. land ; and a young man, Tittle Over thirty 

At Long Island, at White Plains, at yeara of age, a native of Baltimore Cou«ty» 

Harlem Heights, at Germantowii, at Brat»- was chosen its captain. That yonng ilnii 

airine, at Monmouth, at Camden, at waa Mordecai Gist Three itiontbs n&^« 

Wpens, at GniHbrd, and at Eutaw, the wards ne#a arrived that the Weur had an 

best blood of Maryland was poured tually begun, and that blood bad already 

ont frsely fbr the common Cause, and been shed at Lexington and at Concoia. 

it was Maryland soldiers who were first Oa the ^th of August, 1776, General ', 

and always ready to meet fece to fhce, Howe's army of British and Hessians^ 

with Sxid bayoneta, the veteran legions of thirty thousand strong, were on Long Is^ 

British n^gulars. Among that noble band land advanoinff to attack the City of new 

there were many deserving of a conspicu- York. Gen. Washioffton was there, die** , 

one notice upon the pagea of history. terminer to defend it ;. but the forces under . 

There was a Smallwood, than vmottt a his command were but little more dian . 

mtwe gallant officer waa not to be (bund In half as numerous as those ol the invaders, 

the whole AmericM amry. He i^erved A large portion of the AmerfcSin armr, on* ^ 

thfonghont the wtr, and M the der Putnaiti, were stationed around Brodb^ 

Maryland oolnmna on many n Vlctorioue lyn td resist the enemy and prevent bis 

charge. Dfr^r afttr ^e cloas^ of the nearer approach to New Tork. v^ )t» 
comesiytheLegtsIaitufeof h!9 State teeti- 1 advancd ot-ihe tnsid body of Fotntttt's 



ailiiir WMt .HaliiHMd Mb irigbi-mMf «»««4«i: Moid«cai Cist who.fint ^tnAi his aoii«» 

SimQK ) ftan^ ^fli* to ^detel: 4he wkWal^ trj men that the^ were eqtml U» the suitaio- 

ftniiDQil pratuoiMtf df ibe lhr«»POttl«B |ft; ment of Buch a conflict. 

Brooklyn. la tfait wiof it ibunii a batiaU' '. Even to the present day the people of 

imi of MarylandfeiB. At 4AWn of day tlM* Long Island point out ibe scene of that 

dense colamns of the Britiih .foncet fid^ desperate stroffgle, where Gist, with a few 

fttiMt ttpcn the American lines. After hundred Marylaaders, withstood, again and 

saataiUBiag Tor a time the attack, off ufierior again, the overwhelming sbcNsk of the 

numbers^ the left wiim.of tha Amencaiift> whole left wlag of the British army, 

ia fcroei lo retreat^ and soon ihe centre an- Shortly afterwards Gist was made a 

der SoUivan also giTea way. The British Colonel, and in 1779 a Brigadier General. 

adXraaoaaod oeeuey thegroands hetareeft Ac Germanlown he was in the thickest of 

thm Aaaericaa right wing aad their en-' (he fight ; and on the disastrous field of 

Ireaahnisnta at Brooklyn f««-and ^lem Camden it was Gist who stood side by side 

stands Sterling's little division afanost^om* with the aohle De Kalb, aad held the ene- 

pletaly eOctomided by aa enemy o£ mors my in check long after Grates with the rest 

than fire times its numbers^ The only of the American forces had retreated from 

chanee of escape ia lo ford abroad and the field. Lee^ in his memoirs of the cam> 

dangeiooa creek always fadfore consideied poi^ns of the South, says : ^' Rawdon 

inttaasaUe. could not bring the brigade of Gist to re^ 

Bot Cofnwallis' re^gimenta are feat ad- cede ; bold was the pressure of the foe — 

VBiiciog npon them^ Those r^iipenta firm as a rock the resistance of Gist.*'^- 

muat he cheeked, or Sterling's entire com* Here« as at Brooklyn^ Gist's command 

mand are loot* All the rest are ordered to fotmed a part of the right wing of the pat- 

laake ffood their retreat^-^while a demoted riot army« and here, as there, he was the 

band m four hundred Marylanders, under last.officer to retire from the field, and was 

theic biaTe leader^ rush forward with fixed able to do so and- escape capture, only by 

bayonets upon theoverwhelraini^ forces of cutting his way« with a mere handful of 

Comwallisj FIto times does this Spartan defotM felloweos^ through the midst of tbe 

band charge upon the foe. Each tiaae the enemy^s ranks. Had the rest of the army 

Macylanders are forced hack by, the inei» displayed half the same jeallantry as the 

weight of superior numbers. Anothei MarylanderB,thebauleof Camden, instead 

and ^ven.more desperate charge is made-— of a deteat, would have been one of the 

aadlo! the cheipe Teierans of Com wallia most glorious victories of the American 

are giving way^ and victory la almost won. arms. There fell the brave De Kalb, co- 

where' it was never hoped ror. But at this vered with wounds, and his dying mo- 

rtaty moment, the brave Mavylanders are meats were spent in expressing his prai^ 

assailed by fresh forces fin their, rear, while of the noble Maryland regiments, and his 

the Hessians, nnder De Heister,. reinforce admiration of Gist and its other gallant of- 

Comwaliis in front. Outoumbered tea to ficers. 

one, and attacked on tdl sides at .once,, they Among those officers, standing foremost 

attempt to escape. A portion are forced to in every charge upon that bloody field, and 

snneader ; but three cpmpaniei« animated amon^ the last to leave it, was another son 

by the. heroic example of their brave point of Bahimore County — and one, of whose 

maader, cut their wa^ through the thick achievements on many other occasions, she 

rariks.of the enemy, swim the deep creek has just cause to be proud. I speak of the 

behind^ and arrive in safety upon .the op* gallant, the lion-hearted Howard, 

posite bank. The valor of those four hun? John Eager Howard, was bora in BaK^ 

dfed Mvylanders has seved the rest of the timore County, on the 4th ef June, 1752. 

fight winff-rbut |t has been done at the At twenty- three years of a^ he joined the 

aacrifiee of one>half of their own nuaihera. Amerksan army as a Captain in the ifgi* 

The ntan who led those gallant Mary* tnent ofCol. J. Carville Hall, raised from 

hniders iy;)on. that evientful day, and who Baltimore and Harford Ooaatiea. 8aoa 

at kst hon-like fought hia way tiiuai- ef^er, we find him in the afmy of Washt- 

vfaaatly through eloiidi of eacompessing ingfbn at the baitle of White Pkana. At 

ibea, was Migor Mordecai Gikt, of Baltir the battle of Germaiilown, m the absaiica 

mow Ooanty. It was the first time that of its Ccdobel, deiaiaed by aiokness, tha 

the American Contineatab had dand to youthfbl Howard had co mw aaa d of hia 

tnaet in the Beiee encounter of hayoaets regtmeiht aad led it again and aglun into 

the legtikrs of Qnatfiritam^a&d it was the ihMMeat of the Ight.*. He waa with 
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Wasliiogton at Modifiotltli, witli Oites it <ii*t i n ^ mmi mi fm' tmmOmd af ia 

Camden, with Greene at Goilfbrd, Hob- ^••'■•■t^^""*: •• T^T'PJ!*****" . 

kirk'a Hill, and Botaw^and at Cowpens^ ■"L^S?**^ la _?^ "*?* *"* 

though not lint id command, wat the raoat "''S***? ^- . "^S^ J?*.****"^*^ 

prominent hero of (he day. No Amer- *• Marjr land Una. Cd. Williaais, How- 

lean officer during (hoee aeren years' •»** •^^ ^ J^ officafa, az^biied acta of 

war was mere frequently engaged in tincanMnon mfery, and toe firaa uaeof 

desperate conflicts with the enemy, thebayonei, by thia and aonwi other «npa, 

and by none were performed more nu- g»v«Ji« the victory." . 

merous acu of heroic daring. The distant After the closa of the RmtntM^ tha 

cannonade was not the kind of warfare ^^ r^i'Tr'"* ^^^ ii.T*' apprecia- 

pleasing to his ardent temperament. He **"■* •f ^l* Howard'a gallant asnricea br 

delighted to meet the foe in the close en- ^^^^ electiag him her GoTamor, a ad afr 

counter of crossed bayonets. At Camden, terwarda twice Miiding him to repreaent 

Cowpens, Guilford, and EtrtaW, he her m the Senate of iha Uinted Snuea.— 

gave evidences of his unequalled skill in Gen. WashingtoainTited him toaseat m 

the use of that dangerous weapon. At his Cabinet, aa Secretary of War, Mick 

Camden, after Gates had fled from the *»«rh honor he magnammoasly declined, 

field, Howard at the head of his Regiment, .puj*"? *• war of 1 SI 2, Howard was 

charged upon the ranks of the enemy, «^" living. When the Bntish army, 

drove them before him with his keen flushed with their easy victory at Bladens- 

bayonets, and was near retrieving the for- ^f .» w«« threatening an attack uboh 

tunes of the day. At Cowpens, cheering Baltimore, soaoe of the more timid of ita 

on his men, he rushed like a thunderbolt inhabitanla proposed to purchase the aaft- 

upon the British Infantry while advancing Pf of their property from impendrog da- 

as if to certain victory. The shock was •tniction iiy an inglorious capittllatioa.^ 

terrible— the foe were unable to stand before Howard answered the propoaitioa indig. 

it. Tarilon's best troops recoiled— fled— l^^ti^ with a response worthy of hia own 

and Howard stood master of the field. He oharecter, and of lasting remembranee*— 

had charged without orders, and, as he "I have," said he, "as much property at 

stood with the swords of seven British of- atake aa mwt parsons, and I have four 

ficere in his hands, whom he had just ta- ^n'm the field. But soonor would 1 sea 

ken prisoners, Morgan rode up to him and »y wo» weltenag in their btood, and my 

said—*' You have done well, for you are property reduced to aahes, than ao fi» dia» 

successful ; had you failed, I would have 8"*? ***« country." „ _ . . ^ 

shot you " There was another of Baltimore Goira* 

S^.£^tfl?„i«ii«^tt aI foKottM. Though not bom on faer soil* 

?^«SfcJ^?hi!iT^ti~I^hL.tl!;,.i h«Tadliwd th«ri from his eorliertboy. 

^^'wJl^i^wfi KirM^^^i'^/.^vnn^^ >>»«>• ^irtcir after the ftmt nowtoT ilU 

wrf Howard, wiih hi. Mwylaod bayonew, ^j^ Leiinrton, the oommitim of 

2S'„"fi1i?Rri.'f.hTrml'" ' A . Knl^w X^ "^T «»f BeUimore, headed bv i» chair- 

!^^^«J^^ «f hi?l;m^W^?^' J.~r ««»i«; Mr. Purrianci. took thebold tttoln- 

I J *"•* J ,r. . . "'' wuciw ttic i«ai jr ^fj^Qf q( Marvland, (Eden) then at An- 

landere and Virffinians to reserve their fire ''■•■^' *" ««««j*«"«> vy-^*-/ j - _ 

-1j Ik-^ J^^»k tkl w^^^^ napolis. They looked around for aome 

and chaige with the bayonet. danng spirit, wUling to exeiiute their perU- 

That deaperattt charge, made ui the face ous command, and found the agent whom 

- ^^ ^ ^j^^ person of Samuel 
commander of one of the new- 

J , .,.«..»««. patriot companies. Capt. Smith, 

Iriah corps; and here was witnessed the then a youth of twenty-two, proceeded 

ileeeeit encounter of that hard fought field, at once to the execution of the ordere of 

Banks miuffled together; bayoneia were the Committee. But these ordere wero 

cioaaed ; and for a time, there was between disapproved by the general committee of 

ihese two brave banda, the most bloody the Suite, and Capt. Smith was ordered to 

hand to hand atrusgle. Butthe^Bufia" letuni to Baltimore, 

were at last forced to five way. Generel ff^^ gaUgm y^th, aoon after pmrnolad 

(Jreene rode up«nd complimented How- lo a Cotonelcy, won treAidmg kurels by 




j|ittwU^dyiMM».«f fW Miflitt.tbrQiifli wei9 6bUuBtd: imlbig«tthatwfttooha?ft 

•ittvtQ w et k^ » sigge» tgkinst the pow«rral aa linportant iiaXf to perform^ not only to 

land and ii««al i&mB of the British, seek* ourselves and our posterity, but to die 

img to open the eomoiunicatioli between whole human race. 

Philadeiphia and the Atlantic Heendur- Of the whole habitable globe, America 

cd wkh WasluDgtott's army theprivationa is the only spot where enlightened, coDsti- 

lofttewtDtePa camp at Valley Foige land tutional liberty finds a secure dwelling 

:hu ondannicd ooorage was displayed on place. 

the fields of Brandy wine and Monmouth. Greece was once free, but the descend - 

^ftor the adoptien of the Federal Consti- ants of the brave Athenian democracy are 

lutioD, he was frequently elected to re{ir»- now the degraded subjects of a king. 

sent his district in die national Congress; Rome was once a great republic; but fi>r 

'•nd, for the almost unezam|)led period of centuries, all Italy has been divided into 

'twenty^three years, filled with great die- petty principalities, whose citizens have 

tinctioa, the exited position of Senator of never been permitted to enjoy the smallest 

the United States from Maryland. In degree of either civil or reliffious liberty. 

Mk4^ when the laud and naval forces of France, towards the close of the last centu- 

•Great Britain made^ their attack upon Bal- ry, planted the tree of freedom, but the am- 

^moie. General Smith was the command- bition of Napoleon the Great soon uprooted 

ing officer charged with the responsible it from her soil. A few years ago, she again 

4ii!iy of iu defence; and it was owing proclaimed herself a rej^ublic ; but another 

chiefly to the prudence and firmness die- Bonaparte is now her imperial master. 

jAvyed by him on that occasion, that the But America — ourown loved America — 

tnivaders were repulsed, and the fair Mon- still keeps burning, and as brightly aa of 

junental city saved irom the same fate yore, the sacred fires of Liberty kindled a( 

wbieh had j4ist before beiallea the Nation- ner altars by the patriot heroes of seventr- 

nl Capital. six. These fires are beacon lights to the 

These patriot heroes, are now no more, world — cheering the hopes of the oppress^ 

Gist, ana Howard^ and Smith, and the ed, animating their hearts — and giving 

•thev'gallant leaderaof the okl Maryland them courage to imitate our example. 

.Line, have all gone, one by one, to thmr Our gates have been opened wide to the 

final resting place. But the work which pilgrims of every clime; and our handa 

'they aided to accomplish still survives — have been outstretched to welcome them 

American Liberty, achieved by their valor into this beautiful garden of Freedom, won 

and consecrated by their blood, still blesses by the valor, and consecrated b^ the toil 

their native laod-^the richest patrimony and blood of our revolutionary sires. Its 

-wbieh they could . bequeath to their de- fruits they have been permitted freely to 

*teendants. The sun which shines upon enjoy in common with ourselves. 

us to-day, in all his course from creation's But is the duty of hospitality the only 

dawn, has never looked down upon a pee- one we have to perform 1 He takes but a 

. pie Uke this, or a country as truly great circumscribed view of the destiny intended 

and gtorbus as ours*-* for America, by an aU-wise Providence, 

«Onr Country! tii a gtoriotn iumI! f ^o thinks itlimited to SO narrow a sphere. 

Widi broad anna siretohM from iiuira to ibora, Her mission IS even far more important. 

^hSr^rf !kf d\?!Jtt^'^^^^^^^^^ The benefits which she is defined to con. 

> And, cradled mid h«r clattering iiitit, for upon mankmd are of a nature far more 

Sweet valee in dreamlike beauty bide, comprehensive and exalted. 

Wliere love the air with music fliti, t »■•. ;«».w*»*;kU IX* all na«;An« fA k^MAmA 

And calm content and peaceabidi : . « » impossible for all natlOUS fO tMCOme 

Fbr pianty here ber iViihiefe pour* * American ctuzens. Were we ever so Wli- 

An'S JiS rSSrhS;'iene'r^^^^^^ «»» ^O ^\^ ^^^^' .^"^ ^^l ^^^ ^^' 

'■ There prowitf no tyrants hireling bud. ao capable of maintaining them, it would 

OfMi God ! we tiuink Uiee for tbie home- be physically impossible fcr them to make 

This bounteous birth-land of the ftee ; ^«J^ ,.«;»^«ll ^j»:«.a,:^tt *^ r«*«» ck/^roo 

- Where wanderers from aftr may come, 2P* universal emigrauon to our Shores. 

Andbreatbetheair of Liberty r But there 18 one great benefit which we 

'^lfil^%ti!:^X^^S^'r^'^' ««*!^^« "P^° every nation of theearth- 

And yet. till Time thaii fold hie wing, thew 16 one great everiasting charity which 

Bamain Eanh'a loveiieat pamdiaa !" we have it in our power to extend to each 

While enjoying these priceless blessingi, and all of them ; and this it is our duty to 

< letncntver oeaae to remember with graii- do. We can, by 9ur example, teach them 

tudt those thvongh whose sacrifices they all the pathway to Freedom's shrine. 
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Br fQfti4ilif fton «f«y 4«a(0r, foraigtt ftnttev fa«tt4 ibit »Mrs wkh. joy, «id» 
ar ^ometijc^ <Mr own tmrtiM, awl pf*^ slMUidiiDiiif hnpkm, wdbiddiBf adievi* 
SHiriog M • MCfed ttiifef oar own cooMi« the peacelul eroploymeBis in which be 
(uiioa, we will show the cepahility of mail'* had been engaged, he aonght and obtained 
Irind Aht aelf-foyerninent, and thus prove a coromiaeioa in the army of his eowitry. 
the faHaey of all former theories aboat the la a few days after hie appoitrtmeiit as a 
*« diTine rights ** of kings ; while the coo- Captain of Artillery, Nathan Toweoa had 
tinuance of our country's unparalled pros* gathered arocmd him <m the spot where 
perity will convince an admiring world yonder Church now smnds, a bmve band 
that a people can govern themselves te of his ieilow-coQntymcti, whose hearts 
better than it can be done by a monarch beat in sympathy with his own, and then 
upon his throne. Thus America will hold and there was oresoized that company 
aloft a lamp, whose sun-like rsdiance will which soon afterwards carried terror into 
ilhimiae every shore, and enable nations the enemyls mnks, all along the Canada 
hitherto in darkness, to ase tl^ deibrmiciss frontier. War was formally declared on 
of those the 19th of June, 1812, and six weeks af- 
<« Ptf od tiiioM or rti»i« iway tsrwaidsTowson was already on his march 
wiS frniii •r bTMi md ft«t of dsy,** Boithward 10 join, with his company, the 
..,..,,-. , second regimeot of artillery, commanded 
whom they have been taught, for tbournds ^ col. Wiofield Scott, 
of years, to rei^erence and obey as Deini- , ^^ ^^^. ,j,^ ^^ contests in 
Gods Mpecially delegated to rule them by ^^^^^ ^ ^^„ honombly engaged ; the 
the wiU of the Almighty himself. Then „j ,^, ^^^^ ^^ CaWomaaod De- 
thrones Will begin to toiler ; and upon their ^^^^ ^^ p^.j^j; ^^^,, captnred by the 
ruins wiU arise as in our own fair land, the j,^^^,^^ ^^ Towson and Ellibtt, from on- 
sacred altars of civil and re igious liberty . ^^^ ^^ ^j. p^rt Erie ; his services 
I hen and thus, America will Waccoro- at Clueenstown ; and his brave. defence of 
plished her most imporlani duly to herself 5,^,^ ^^^ I ^^ ^^^ j,ig ^1. 

and to the inrorld. .j^^^^y displsyed at the capture of. Fort 

I have before spoken of the men of the George, at the defence of Fort Erie and at 

Revolution. But there was a more reoeot Stony Creek. Time will not allow me to 

struggle, scarcely less important to the in- speak of these portions of his history. 

dependence of this Republic-^ But there were two engagements during 

**A eentory had firitoti held that War whish the pea of American hia- 

TbeuUeniof uieaiibiectsea; torv should every delight to record— for 

^e?'{iS:itre\"SnTae'^,r ^^^V «>^«^ ^^c American name with 

«„ „ . . ,,. - gloty, and first taught our vanming eoe- 

« Iler Navy bore her swelling fame, ^ *i. * -u..-^ «.•:& ^^u*.,Jt .^m^^w^ >«»• 

Afiir and near, irfumphantiy; ' my. «hat there stilil existed ainong our 

And Britons claimed the prottdett nMne~ countrymen the Same uodaonted bravery 

TbeMvVeignaof UMtraekieaaaea." ^^^^^ ,ljgy ^ad displayed fofiv years be- 

The attack of the Leopard upon the fore, at Saratoga, Butaw, and Torktowo. 

American frigate Chesapeake, the nomer- It was on the afternoon of a hot simanuer 

-oos aggressions of great Britain upon our dsy, the 5th of July, 181:4, upon an open 

commerce, and her repeated exercises of plain on the Canada shore, that the glori- 

ber alleged right of search, at length forced ous battle of Chippewa was fought. There 

our Republic to the choice ofeither making nineteen hundred Americans, under the 

a virtual surrender of her rights as an in- heroic Scott, met in close encounter, and 

'dependent nation, or of engaging in anoih- vanquished twenty-one hundred of the best 

er war with the powerful aggressor. regulars of the British army. The only 

Vn the early part of the year 1812, there artillery under Scott's command^ was the 

was a young man, a native of your own company of Towson ; and tbrougboot that 

County, industriously engaged in carrying fierce engagement its guns poured upon 

on hts agricultural pursuits, at the very the enemy's ranks a constant storm of can- 

Slaee where we are now assembled. He ister, which mowed them down like grass, 

ad heard of the insults committed upon and materially contributed to their final 

his country's flag, and his bold heart was defeat. 

fired with indignation. Presently the news General Wilkinson, writing an account 

came that Congress had at last resolved to of this battle, saye : 

vindicate the national honor by an appeal *' A wansii e\ose, and bloody cottiict mf 

to arms. The young Baltimore County small arms and field artillery eosuedy in 
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whidhftimM^e|oodlbituMof tlKcd-' moie;lHitbkgall«iitajehiefiMiilt will not 
tent T0W8OD to sitenoe tbe enemy'tf chief be fbrgotten. Hit nttive county will 
lottery. Tbe oblique attack of the artille- nerer cease to remember with pride that 
ry , and tbe {)erpenaicular 6re of tbe Amer- bis is one of tbe most fflorious names wbjcb 
lean line, was insupportable ; and valorous ever adorned tbe rolls of tbe American 
troops yielded tbe palm and retreated pre- army. 

cioitately, leairinff their killed and wound- The ceremony which you had assembled 
•ed on tbe field. Here, as at Mioden, tbe fate to witness, has now been performed. Tbe 
of tbe day was settled by the artillery ; and Comer Stone of the building has been laid; 
the American Towson may deservedly be and soon tbe edifice itself will rise towards 
ffanked with the British PhiUips, Drum- the Heavens, attracting, by the beauty of 
fDond, and Foy.'' its proportions and tbe simple grandeur of 

Three weeks afterwards, amid the roar jig walls, the admiring gaze ofevery trav- 
and almost within iie spray of the mighty eler along yonder highway. May it stand 
cataract of Niagara^ was fought tbe roe- for ages, in sunshine and in storm, firm 
norable battle of Lundy's Lane, eicept .nd unshaken as tbe biU in which its 
Buena Vista, ihe Moodiest and mostdes- foundations are planted; and may it ever 

Krate ever fought iy an American army, be pointed to as a temple oi Jiiiftee/ 
om sunset wmi after midnight, tbe bos- And now, standing upon this beautifbl 
tile xaoksweve closely mingled together in eminence— where the purest breezes of 
the mirderons struggle, which left upon heaven delight to linger, and where Health 
the fie^kU kiUed or wounded, nearly one- would seem to have chosen her favorite 
fourth iflf ibear wlicie numbers. Among home— one, who is a stranger to tbe most 
tbe Ameri/Bsn foroes were found Brown of yeu, but who cannot feel as if among 
and Scott asid Ripley— and Jesup, Miller, strangers, while looking round upon scenes 
and Worth; and Aere, 100, in the very familiar to his boyhood, and remembering, 
thickest of the fight, was tbe brave Tow- that almost within view are his own birth 
son, pouring leaden death upon tbe foe, place and tbe graves of bis parents-— 
from where a convnued sheet of flame standing here to-day and feeling as if once 
marked the presenoeof his artillery, known more a citizen of his native countv, be 
then and ever after as " Towson's Light would fain unite with you in offering sin- 
House." The oflkial dispatch of the cere thanks to Divine Providence for her 
commanding officer says : "Towson's past prosperity , and in vokins in her behalf 
company was the flrst and last eog^ed^ the same auspicious favors for tbe future. 
and, during the whole conflict, maintawed May you live long, but not long enough 
that high character which they had pre- to see your country disunited, or her Con- 
▼ioosly won by tb^r skill and vater.'' siitution destroyed. May you be ever 
Both of his lieutenants, and twenty-eeven prosperous, but never cease to remember 
of bis tbirty-six men were either killed or [n your prosperity, the debt of gratitude 
wounded upon the spot. due to those by whose patriotic toils that 

Speakioff of his oooduct upon another prosperity has been obtained. May Free- 
occasion. General Ripley said, " 1 cannot ^om ever be yours, but never degenerate 
refrain from adverting to the manner in imo anarchy ; may wealth bless you, but 
which Captain Towaon's Artillery was never corrupt ; may peace smile upon you, 
served ; I have never seen it equalled, but never enervate ; may no hostile inva- 
This officer has so distinguished himself, der ever set foot within your borders ; but 
that to say siroplj that he is in action, is a if ,uch visitors should come, may you be 
volume of eiiloffium ; tbe army only to be „ prompt as your sires, to eztend to them 
mformed be is there, by a spontaneous as- the hospitalities of a North Point welcome, 
sent, are at once satisfied that he has per- Above all, may >ou and your posterity 
formed well his part. I have no idea 1 bat to the remotest generation, enjoy that 
there is an Artillery officer in any service choicest of all earthly blessings— civii. avd 
superior to him m tbe knowledge and per- rblioious liberty protbctbo bt just 
formance of his duty.'' laws wisblt abd impabtiallt admiiiis- 

Geoeral Nathan Towson is now no tbbbd. 
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